Friday, July 11, 2003

2 Samuel 7:1 – 29

David set out to build a house for God, but God replied that He would build a house for David instead.  God reconfirmed His covenant with the people and with the house of David, from whose line would be born the Christ.

There had been songs about David’s great victories and his fame as a warrior was widespread. He had succeeded Saul as king and ended the threat from the Philistines, something no one else had been able to do. His wealth and family were growing quickly. That kind of situation can ruin a humble man, turning him into an arrogant despot, but it had not yet done that to David. This man of great fame walked to his private quarters, sat down, and began praising his God, amazed that God would choose to bless him. 


In our culture that emphasizes the importance of working our own way to “success”, and of viewing people as deserving of good things, and the feeling of ownership that really is an important part of our lives, we can forget that we have done nothing to deserve God’s gracious gifts. We are all sinners and David realized this. We cannot deserve the good things and blessings that God showers on us. He is at the center of our lives and everything that we have is a gift from Him and is owned by Him. We do rejoice in our successes, families, our hard work and abilities, but always in the knowledge that they are all blessings from God, not because we are so deserving, but because He is so loving.
